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R. Issaac Deutscher concluded his controversial biography of Joseph

Stalin, published in 1949, by classing the Soviet ruler as a “great
revolutionary despot” like Oliver Cromwell and Napoleon Bonaparte. Tt was
a historical verdict which many, as unfamiliar with Stalin as they were with
Cromwell and Napoleon, accepted. A few months ago, Stalin’s successor and
former “close comrade-in-arms,” Nikita Khrashchev, provided the evidence to
place Stalin in a class by himself, beyond Caligula, Philip 11 of Spain and
perhaps even Adoll Titler.

Khrusheheds indictment is a healthy antidote to 30 years of pro-Stalinist
apolugeties; at the saute time, it does less than justice to Stalin’s predecessors
and successors. To understand the dictatorship of Stalin, as it is described by
Khrushehev, ane must also understand the dictatorship of Lenin and of
Khrushehey and his colleagues.

The Communist party came to power in Russia by furce, overthrowing an
eight-month democratic regime which had made Russia (in Lenin’s own
wordsi “the freest country in the world.” The coup d’état of November 7,
1917, actually led by Leon Trotsky, was quickly followed by repression of
democratic parties and institutions. In December 1917, the Communist terror
apparatus, known as the Cheka, was set up, and it has continued to function
ever since——under the successive names of OGPU, NKVD and MVD-MGB.
Nevertheless, three wecks after the Communist coup, 36 million Russians voted
in free elections for an All-Russian Constituent Assenibly, gave only a fourth
of their votes Lo the Communists and a clear majority to the agrarian, demo-
cratic Socialist Revolutionaries. Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin and their associates
dispersed the Assembly by force on January 25, 1918,

For more than two years, Russia was engulfed by civil war, which crushed
the democrats and socialists and ended as a battle between Communists
and reactionary militarists. Trotsky’s Red Army was victorious, despite spo-
radic foreign intervention, hut the Communist regime continued to meet

Reprints of this pamphlet may be purchased from
The New Leader, 7 East Fifteenth Street, New York,
for 20 cents a copy, 100 copies for $15

vl opposition m factories and villages. Many of the Lenin-Trotsky measures
antugonized even veteran Communists. At the start of 1921, outbreaks of
unrest among Petrograd workers followed peasant revolts in Tambov and
clsewhere; an influential group of Communists called the Workers’ Opposi-
tion demanded factory self-management and an end to centralized militariza-
tion of the workers; finally, the sailors of Kronstadt naval base, who had
carried Lenin to power in 1917, revolted and demanded democratic free-
doms. At the 10th Communist Party Congress, meeting in March 1921, Lenin
prescribed an economic carrot and a political stick: He proclaimed his New
Economic Policy, which restored free trade in the villages and permitted free
enterprise elsewhere, but crushed the Kronstadt rebellion and the Workers’
Opposition. Kronsladt was physically annihilated under the command of
Trotsky and Mikhail Tukhachevsky, a former Tsarist officer who had turned
Communist; the Workers” Opposition—and future Communist dissidents as
well—were curbed by new decrees forbidding the formation of any groups
critical of the general line of the Party Ceatral Commitiee, and forbidding
agitation against that gencral line even by leading Communists.

It was, then, in an established one-party dictatorship that Joseph Stalin
hegan his rise to autocratic power when he became General Secretary of the
Party in 1922, The next six years, in which the various Communist “collective
teaders” maneuvered for supreme leadership, were years of economic recov-
cry, relatively mild compared with what was to come, but they were years of
dictatorship nenetheless. Ouly a Soviet citizen of the 19505 could regard them
as the “good old days.”

By the time Lenin died, after several previous strokes, in January 1924, a
trotka or triumvirate was ruling Russia, consisting of Stalin, Leo Kamenev,
head of the Moscow Party organization, and Gregory Zinoviev, head of the
Petrograd party and of the Communist International. Trotsky had already
heen successfully elbowed out of the way; his program of concentrated indus-
trialization and forced collectivization, of agriculture seemed too radical and
repressive for most party members. Consolidating his control of the Party
apparatus, Stalin next defeated Zinoviev and Kamenev, who joined Trotsky
in what became known as the “Left Opposition.” Stalin was aided in this by
Nikolai Bukharin, theoretician and editor of Pravda, Alexci Rykoy, Lenin’s
successor as Soviet Premier, and Mikha{ﬂ. Tomsky, head Jf the Soviet trade
unions; these men. who favored a codperative approach to the peasantry and
a parallel growth of light and heavy industry, became known as the “Right
Opposition” when Stalin turned vn them'in 1928-29 and introduced Trotsky’s
old program as official Soviet poliay. * . ’

In the collectivization, industrialization and famines of 1929-33, it is esti-
mated that 5 to 10 million Russians died and another 10 million were sent to
forced labor under Stalin’s slogan’of “the liquidation of the huluks as @ cluss.”
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and state farms, harassed at . -1y turn

peasantry herded into collective Tarn
vy travernment restrictions and demands; a synihetic culture managed by ® yo
" » ollicials, frankly dirccted 1o the service of State power, now engaged in } ‘grﬂmes af ﬁ'E‘n(a S'ugln Eya
xenophobic crusades against “cosmopolitanisi,™ now fearfully following
efficial orders to enjoy a “thaw.” )

This is the heritage of Lenin-Stalin from which the present Soviet leaders,

picking and choosing as best they can, hope ta fashion a more secure rule'. SPECIAL REPORT TO THE 20TH CONGRESS OF
It remains to be seen whether other powerful forces in modern Soviet society
will ultimately accept either that rule or that heritage. —ANATOLE Snup THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION

Closed session, February 24-25, 1956

By Nikita S. Khrushchey

First Secretary, Communist Party of the Soviet Union

CPYRGHT

OMRADES! In the report of the Central Committee of the party at the
C 20th Congress, in a number of speeches by delegates to the Con-
gress, as also formerly duting the plenary CC/CPSU [Central Committee of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union] sessions, quite a lot has been said
i about the cult of the individual and about its harmful consequences.

After Stalin’s death the Central Committee of the parly began to implement
a policy of explaining concisely and consistently that it is impermissible and
foreign to the spirit of Marxism-Leninism to elevate one person, to transform
him into a superman possessing supernatural characteristics, akin to those of
a god. Such a man supposedly knows everything, sees everything, thinks for
everyone, can do anything, is infallible in his behavior.
: Such a belief about a man, and specifically about Stalin, was cultivated
among us for many years. ) ‘ .
THE ANNOTATOR The objective of the present report is not a thorough evaluation of Stalin’s
life and activity. Concerning Stalin’s mérils, an entirely sufficient number of
hooks, pamphlets and studies had already been written in his lifetime. The role
of Stalin in the preparation and execution of the Socialist Revolution, in the

Boris I. Nicolaevsky is one of the free world’s musl' uulhor'{[mive sludl.‘n.ts |
of Soviet affairs. Active since his youth in the Russian Social Democratic
Labor Party, he served in Moscow’s Marx-Engels Institute after the demo-
cratic revolution of March 1917, but left Russia after the Civil War had

insured the triumph of C ist dictatorship. Sinee that time, in Berlin, Ci\fil War, and in the fight for the (_:ons‘tr_ucliun of socialism.in our country, is
Paris and New York, he has devoted himself principally 10 amassing a unique um’\rersa]ly known. Everyone know§ this V’fc] - A . N .
archive of muterials on Communism and the Russian Revolutionary move- : At present, we are concerned with a question which has immense impor:
ment. His personal knowledge of many of the early Soviet leaders enabled ; tance for the party now and for the future-—with how the cult of the person of
him 1o publish, two decades ago, the famous Letter of an Old Bolshevil:; the Stalin has been gradually growing, the cult which became at a eertain specific
basic accuraey of this sensational document, which explained the intra-party ! stage the source of a whole series af exceedingly serious and grave perver-
struggle leading to the Great Purges, has now been officially confirmed by 1 sions of party principles, of party Jemocracy, of revolutionary legality.

Khrushchev, Me. Nicolaevsky is author of Azeff: The Spy and co-author of Because of the fact that not all as yet realize fully the practical consequences

Karl Marx; Man and Fighter and Forced Labor in Soviet Russia, and has
contributed 10 numerous scholarly jourmals here und ubroad. Mr. Nicolaev-

*ky’s notes have been translated from the Russian by Louis Juy Herman. 1 accumulation of immense and limitless p

resulting from the cult of the individual, the great harm caused by the viola-
tion of the principle of collective direction of the party and because of the

g
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Central Committee of the party considers it absolutely necessury to mahe the
material pertaining to this matter available to the 20th Congress of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union. ,

Underlining the role of the Central Committee of the party and its author-

ity, Vladimir Ilyich pointed out: “Our Central Committee constituted itself as
a closely centralized and highly authoritative oroun.”

CPYRGHT

Allow me first of all to remind you how severely the classics of Marxism-
Weninism denounced every manifestation of the cult of the individual. In a
detter to the German political worker, Wilhelm Bloss, Marx stated: “From my
m_::uﬁr% to any cult of the individual, I never made public during the exist-
@nce of the International the numerous addresses from various conntries which
&waomsmumm my merits and which annoyed me. I did not even reply to them,
whnnc" sometimes to rebuke their authors. Engels and I first joined the secret
weociety of Communists on the condition that everything making for supersti-
wozm worship of authority would be deleted from its statute. Lassalle subse-
uently did quite the opposite.”

Sometime later Engels wrote: “Both Marx and I have always been against

<

Jony public manifestation with regard to individuals, with the exception of

‘gmamzrc:m:::_mzrs_vS.EEwEﬁOmmwm:aEm:.oﬂw:c:m;:_,_v:un._u.:cr
anifestations which during our lifetime concerned us personally.”
o The great modesty of the genius of the Revolution, Vladimir llyich Lenin,
known. Lenin had always stressed the role of the people as the creator of
istory, the directing and organizational role of the party as a living and crea-
ve organism, and also the role of the Central Committee.
r Marxism does not negate the role of the leaders of the working class in
ivecting the revolutionary liberation movement.
.. While ascribing great importance to the role of the leaders and organizers
cqf the masses, Lenin at the same time mercilessly stigmatized every Em:mrw.ﬂu-
@on of the cult of the individual, inexorably combated the foreign-to-Marxism
iews about a “hero” and a “crowd,” and countered all efforts to oppose a
m_\.mno: to the masses and to the people. . .
0 Lenin taught that the party’s strength depends on its indissoluble unity with
w_m masses, on the fact that behind the party follows the people—workers, peas-
@nts and intelligentsia. “Only he will win and retain the power,” said Lenin,
Owho believes in the people, who submerges himself in the fountain of the
ving creativeness of the people.”
‘@ Lenin spoke with pride about the Bolshevik Communist party as the leader
|0nd teacher of the people; he called for the presentation of all the most
W«%cim:n questions before the opinion of knowledgeable workers, before the
jmpinion of their party; he said: “We believe in it, we see in it the wisdom, the
=honor, and the conscience of our epoch.”
O Lenin resolutely stood against every attempt aimed at belittling or weaken-
nVSm the directing role of the party in the structure of the Soviet state. He
orked out Bolshevik principles of party direction and norms of party E,ﬁ
Qressing that the guiding principle of party leadership is its collegiality.
A:.Q::, during the pre-Revolutionary years, Lenin called the Central Commit-
tee of the party a collective of leaders and the guardian and interpreter of party
principles. “During the period between congresses,” pointed out Lenin, “the
Central Committee gnards and interprets the principles of the party.”

The New Lender

ghly Flative-group:
During Lenin’s life the Central Committee of the party was a real expressiong
of collective leadership of the party and of the nation. Being a militant Marx. L
ist-revolutionist, always unyielding in matters of principle, Lenin never im-©
posed by force his views upon his co-workers. He tried to convince; he vm:mu:wm
explained his opinions to others., Lenin always diligently observed that thefN
. . 00
norms of party life were realized, that the party statute was enforced, that the®
party congresses and the plenary sessions of the Central Committee took v_mnm
at the proper intervals. o
In addition to the great accomplishments of V. I. Lenin for the victory omm
the working class and of the working peasants, for the victory of our partyef
and for the application of the ideas of scientific Communism to life, his E::mM
mind expressed itself also in this—that he detected in Stalin in time thosee=
negative characteristics which resulted later in grave consequences. FearingT,
the future fate of the party and of the Soviet nation, V. I. Lenin made a com- &
pletely correct characterization of Stalin, pointing out that it was necessary lopa
consider the question of transferring Stalin from the position of the Secre-0-
tary General because of the fact that Stalin is excessively rude, that he momwm
not have a proper attitude toward his comrades, that he is capricious and ™y
abuses his power. <
In December 1922, in a letter to the Party Congress!, Vladimir IlyichO
wrote: “After taking over the position of Secretary General, Comrade Stalin * *
accumulated in his hands immeasurable power and I am not certain Ermﬂroqm
he will be always able to use this power with the required care.” o
This letter—a political document of tremendous importance, known in the @
party history as Lenin’s “testament”—was distributed among the delegates 3%
the 20th Party Congress. You have read it and will undoubtedly read itgy
again more than once. You might reflect on Lenin’s plain words, in which ex- ©
pression is given to Vladimir Ilyich’s anxiety concerning the party, the people, %
the state, and the future direction of party policy. . ]
Vladimir Ilyich said: “Stalin is mxacmm?n_« rude, and this defect, which can 2
be freely tolerated in our midst and in contacts among us Communists, Vm.m
comes a defect which cannot be tolerated in one holding the.position of the o
Secretary General. Because of this, I propose that the comrades consider the O
method by which Stalin would be removed from this position and By which
another man would be selected for it, a “man who, above all, would differ
from Stalin in only one quality, namely, greater tolerance, greater loyalty, >
greater kindness and more cansiderate attitude toward the comrades, a less o
capricious temper, ete.” .- . . W
This document of Lenin’s was' made kinown- to the ‘delegates at the o
13th Party Congress, who discussed the question of transferring Stalin from

edF

1. The full text of this document, commonly known as “Lenin’s Testument”
although Lenin himself did not use that terny, is given un page SA6.

July 16, 1956
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